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Tém tit: Bai viét nham thong ké, phan logi va giai md hinh tiwgng hé ly trong truyén ké
dan gian Trung Quoc nham lam ré cdc gid tri hién thue, tw twong tham my va ndi ham van
hoa trong tam thirc gioi binh dan. Nghién cuu ap dung phuong phap phan logi theo mo-tip
va phan tich tong hop lién nganh (van héa hoc, xa hdi hoc) dwa trén nguon van ban dwoc
trich xudt tir “Toan tdp truyén dan gian Trung Quéc” va “Tdp thanh truyén dan gian Trung
Quéc”. Khao sdt lam ré sw bién thién ciia hinh twong ho ly qua ba mé-tip cét 16i: (1) Cio
mang tinh ngu ngén sinh hoc xdo tri; (2) Ho tién “thién” bdo én bang viéc két duyén pham-
tién hodc tro gitip vt chat; (3) Ho tinh “ta” bdo odn nham trimg phat si vé on. Qud trinh
dich chuyén tir “vét tinh” sang “nhdn tinh” ciia hinh twong ho ly la mét lang kinh da dién,
khéng chi khang dinh triét 1y nhdn qud, khdt vong bii ddp sé phdn ciia ngueoi binh dan ma
con phan chiéu ré nét nhitng géc khudt bat binh dang giéi thudc cdu triic xa hoi nam quyén
phong kién Trung Quéc.

Tir khéa: ho ly, cdo, truyén dan gian, Trung Quéc, ciru v hé, vin héa
van hoa tai cac qudc gia Pong A nhu Nhat

Ban, Han Qudc, Viét Nam (Luu, 2021).
Tham chi, khi soi chiéu véi hinh tuong

I. Pit van dé

HO ly (c40) von la dong vat hoang di

mang dic tinh ty nhién nhanh nhay, linh

hoat, da nghi va xao tri. Trong tién trinh cdo trong van hoa phuong Tay, bicu tugng

van hoa, hinh tugng hd ly da vugt qua gioi nay mang nhiéu diém tuong dong xen lan

han sinh hoc, tré thanh mét biéu twong vin nhiing h¢ tu duy khac biét.

hoéa phong phi. Tai Trung Qudc, ho ly 1a
nhan vat c6t 161 trong hé thong tin ngudng,
van hoc va truyén dan gian, xuyén sudt tir
c¢b dai dén hién dai (Trinh, 2022). O quy
md rong hon, mo-tip “ciru vy hd” da vuon
tam anh huong dé tré thanh mot mau hinh

Mac du c6 vai tro quan trong nhu
vay, cac tai liéu nghién ctru duong dai van
t6n tai mot khoang tréng nghién ctru. Gidi
hoc gia thuong danh phan 16n sy tap trung
dé khao ctru hinh tuong hd ly ¢ mang vin
hoc thanh vian nhu tiéu thuyét chi quai

! Trudng Dai hoc Mé TP. Ho Chi Minh, TP. Ho Chi Minh, Viét Nam.
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thoi Luc Triéu hay truyén truyén ky cua
giéi van nhan. Trong khi d6, hé thong
truyén ké dan gian - khong gian nguyén
so lru gitr chan thuc, séng dong nhat tim
thirc va thé gidi quan cua tang 16p binh
dan - chi xuat hién nhitng nghién ctru tan
man va chua tung dugc hé théng hoa mot
cach chuyén sau trén binh dién thong ké
van ban.

Dé lap day khoang trong nay, muc
tiéu nghién ctru chinh cua bai viét 1a khao
sat, thdng ké, phan loai va giai ma hinh
twong hd ly trong hé théng truyén ké dan
gian Trung Qudc. Bai viét giéi han ddi
tuong khao sat dua trén khdi van ban cua
hai bo téng tap dd s 1a “Toan tap truyén
dan gian Trung Qudc” va “Tap thanh
truyén dan gian Trung Qudc”. Tir nén
tang dir liéu do, bai viét tién hanh phan
tich su thay doi cua hinh twong ho ly trén
ba phuong dién nén tang: gia tri phan anh
hién thyc, dac trung nghé thudt va ndi
ham van hoa.

Vé dong gop mdi, bai viét trude hét
xay dung dugc mot hé théng phan loai
truyén hd ly dua trén kho tang vin hoc
truyén miéng do so. Thir hai, bai viét boc
tach lang kinh “hu thuc hoa” cua gidi hoc
gia phong kién dé tai dinh vi lai hinh twong
nay dudi lang kinh chan thuc ciia nhan dan
lao dong. Cudi cung, két qua phan tich s&
lanén tang co so dir liéu thiét thuc dé phuc
vu cac nghién ctru so sanh ddi chiéu vin
hoa, van hoc dan gian giira cic qubc gia
thude khu vuc van hoa Bong A.

II. Co s& 1y thuyét

Khai niém cong cu: Bai viét phan
dinh 16 hai gi6i han khai niém: (1) Ho
ly: Bong vat hoang da mang dac tinh tu
nhién xao tri, c6t 16i cua dong truyén
ngu ngoén thé su; (2) Ho ly tinh / Ho tién:

Thyc thé siéu nhién mang hinh mau
nhan hoéa, ludng tinh thién - 4c 10 rét, 1a
trung tdm ctia truyén chi quéi, than thoai
dan gian.

Khung ly thuyét: D¢ tai phan tich
van ban qua ba goc nhin 1y thuyét chi dao:
Thir nhét 14 Ly thuyét mo-tip (Van hoc dan
gian): Giup dinh vi va phan tich cac noi
dung tu sy thong qua mo-tip (mo-tip hoa
nguoi, bdo an/bao odn). Thir hai 1a nhan
hoc van hoa: Ly giai qué trinh dich chuyén
biéu tuong tir tin ngudng vat linh ¢b dai
(sung bai to-tem) vao van héa dan gian.
Cudi cung la Xa hoi hoc tiép nhan: Khao
sat su bién thién cua hinh tuong chiu su
chi phdi tir luan Iy Nho gido (nam quyén,
trat tu x4 hoi) va triét Iy Phat - Pao (nhan
qua, luan hoi).

Céu héi nghién ctru: Dya trén khoi
dir liéu hinh twong ho ly trong hé thdng
truyén ké dan gian Trung Qudc duge khic
hoa qua nhiing moé-tip tu su nao? thong
qua su thay d6i cua hinh tugng nay, van
hoa dan gian da phan chiéu nhitng gia tri
hién thuc, tu tudng dao duac va an uc xa
hoi nao cia cong dong?

I11. Ngudn tw liéu va phwong phap
nghién ciru

Tu liéu khao sat va Tiéu chi phan
loai: Nghién ctru 1dy van ban lam trung
tam, thu thap tor “Toan tdp truyén dan
gian Trung Quoc” va “Tdp thanh truyén
dan gian Trung Quéc”.

Quy md va Tiéu chi: Qua thong ké
khoang 200 truyén ké trong ca hai tap tai
lidu, bai viét rat ra bd nglr liéu khao sat
gdm 50 truyén. Cac van ban dugc chon
thoa man hai tiéu chi: (1) HO ly phai 1a
nhan vat hat nhan chinh ndi dung tu su;
(2) Tac pham vin hoc déan gian.



Nguyén tic phan loai: Toan bd sb
truyén trén duoc phan loai khach quan
dua trén hai nguyén tic c6t 16i: phan nhom
theo ciu truc cdt truyén (loai vat, bdo an
b4o oan, két duyén pham-tién) va hinh mau
nhan vat (ho tién, yéu quai, co tri gia).

Bai viét sir dung két hop cac phuong
phép nghién clru sau

- Théng ké, Phan loai hoc: S6 hoa
ngir liéu theo chu dé/mo-tip nhim xay
dung co s& bang chirng khach quan.

- Phén tich lién nganh: Phan tich
nhiig thong di¢p phan anh hi¢n thuc xa
hdi va tin ngudng tam linh thong qua lang
kinh thi phap hoc dan gian két hop vin
hoa hoc.

- So sénh, ddi chiéu: Doi sanh véi
ngu ngon phuong Tay (cdo tinh ranh) va
truyén thuyét Ctru vi ho & Pong A dé chat
loc ban sic tdm 1y dan gian Trung Hoa
nguyén ban.

IV. Két qua nghién ciru va thio luin

Qua khao sat, bai viét nhan thiy
hinh twong hd ly trong truyén dan gian
Trung Qudc phan héa thanh hai khuynh
huéng chinh: Tich cuc (thién/chinh) va
Ti€u cuc (ac/ta/dong vat tinh). Duoi day
1a phan tich chi tiét.

4.1. Nhém truyén hé ly bdo on:
Phdn dnh dao dirc va wéc mo tran thé

Trong nhom truyén nay, nhan vat
hd tinh c¢6 kha nang hoa than thanh ngudi,
song va lap gia dinh nhu nhan loai. Pic
diém c6t 161 ¢ déy 1a tinh than “trong 4n” -
mot trong ba dire tinh cta hd ly dugce Hira
Than nhic dén trong Thuyét van gidi tw.
Dua trén nén tang dé, hd ly luon tim cach
dén dap nguoi ctru mang, tham chi truyén
doi dé tra nghia. Céu trac bao an thuong
chia thanh hai dang chinh: (1) Két duyén
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vo chdng v6i an nhan, va (2) Giap an nhan
tré nén giau co.

4.1.1. Bdo én bang cdch két duyén
(M6-tip hén nhéin nguoi - Ho ly)

Mo-tip phd bién nhat 13 bao an
bang két duyén, thudng tuan theo két cau
“Ly biét - DPoan tu”. Céc tht thach trong
truyén chi mang tinh tam thoi nham thi
lira nhan duyén. Dién hinh nhu Ciéu ko ly
dwoc bdo vit, gia dinh cubi cing van doan
vién, con cai hién dat bat chép su ham hai
chia cat. Hay trong cac truyén Nguoi vo
ho tién, Ho tién doi lot va dic biét 1a Ngan
dam tim vo, mo hinh nay tiép tuc duoc
khang dinh. Sy kién tri ctia ngudi chong
vuot qua thtr thach cta cha vo dé tim lai
nang ho tién di x6a nhoa ranh gidi giira
hai thé gi¢i Tién - Tyc.

Cao trao cua tinh “trong nghia” la
su hy sinh than minh dé bao 4n. Trong Ho
tién nir va tinh lang, hd nit trom tién dan
ctru dan lang va tra gia bang mang song;
con trong Mong ho tién, nhan vat khong
chi gd con cho an nhan ma con xa than
ctru con dau khoi nanh vudt su tir. Nhitng
chi tiét nay cho thy hd ly trong tdm thirc
dan gian da dugc nhan hoa tron ven voi
nhiing phém chét cao dep nhat: trung trinh
va dling cam.

4.1.2. Bao dn bc%ng vdt chat va su
nghiép (Mo-tip Tuwong tro)

Ngoai tinh duyén, ho ly con hién
than nhu mot vi “than tai” hoac quy nhan
phu trg, giap nguoi luong thién thoat
nghéo hodc thoat nan. Ciu trac truyén
thuong gdom hai dang:

Nguwoi ciru HO - HoO gitp phat
tai: tiéu biéu c6 Truyén Ong ldo va ho ly
FFIE) ké vé viée ong ldo thuong
x6t mua hai con hd ly nho dé phong sinh.
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Sau do, ong dugc mat hd tinh (hoa than
ong lao 4o xanh) gitp do lam an phat dat,
cudi vo sinh con.

Quan hé 4n nghia hai chiéu:
Truyén Ban ho (JNAR) 1a mot vi du dic sic
vé tinh ban cao ca. Truong vién ngoai hao
phong gitp ban (thuc chat 1a hd Iy ho Ngd)
lic kho khan. Sau do, khi Truong sa co, hd
ly ho Ngo da quay lai gitip ong khoi phuc
gia san va ctru mang ong. Mi quan hé nay
vuot qua mo hinh “ké ban on - ké chiu on”
don thuan dé tré thanh hinh twong tinh tri
ky “on tra on, nghia dén nghia”.

Thong qua mo-tip bdo an, tac gia
dan gian da dung tri tuong twong dé bu
ddp cho nhimg hién thuc khic nghiét cua
xd hoi phong kién. Hinh tuwong ho ly tai
sic, chung thily bén canh chang trai nghéo
khoé chinh 1a sy hién thuc hoa khat vong
vé& hanh phic vién min va niém tin “nguoi
hién gip lanh”. Qua d6, van hoa dan gian
thé hién quan diém nhéan van c6i mo: dé
cao dirc tinh trong an nghia va khang dinh
gia tri sinh ménh nam & cach hanh xir dao
due thay vi xudt than.

4.2. Hinh twong hé ly trong quan
hé an odn nghiép bdo

Bén canh mo-tip thudn tay vé su tra
on, trong kho tang truyén dan gian va tiéu
thuyét chi quai Trung Qudc con ton tai
mot mang lon céc cau chuyén thé hién mo
thirc phtrc hop “bao an - bdo oan”. Nhiing
truyén nay gan lién chit ché v6i quan niém
nhan quéa nghiép bao cua Phat gido, noi hd
ly dong vai tro 1a nhan vat kiém chtng dao
dtc con nguoi (Ly, 1995).

4.2.1. Nhom truyén thién bao thién:
Ho ly va sy cam iing véi cdi tam nguoi

Trong nhém nay, su trg giup ctia hd
ly khong chi dung lai ¢ viée tra ng an tinh

ma con xudt phat tir sy cam Gmg vé6i dirc
hanh. O truyén HO tién 1am mai (hai di
ban), ho tién giup d& chang Vuong vi hiéu
thdo hay chang Ly vi sy chan thanh. Chi
tiét chang Vuong nghéo lai hoan nghéo
khi ho tién roi di ham ¥ sdu sic: cua cai la
tha luc, chi ¢6 dirc hanh tu than méi 1a gbe
1 ctia phic bao bén virng.

Bén canh d6, triét Iy nhan duyén
cliing duoc thé hién rd nét qua truyén
Truong Tam thu sinh va nit hd tién. HO
tién két duyén vi trong long nhéan, nhung
khi chang Truong s¢ hai sinh long phan
boi, nang kién quyét roi di. Két cuc chia
xa minh chung cho quan niém “hiru
duyén vo phan”: khi niém tin di mat,
phiic phan ciing tan bién. G mot chiéu
kich khac, truyén HO nit Tiéu Mai mé
rong mdi lién két 4n nghia qua nhiéu thé
hé, khéng dinh tinh bén virng cua thi¢n
duyén va quy luat nhan qua: nguoi thi¢n
lwong tat duge dén dap.

4.2.2. Nhom truyén dac gia dac bdo:
Hé ly la e heong tring phat

Song song voi hinh anh hién thién,
ho tinh con hién than 13 lyc luong trimg
phat tan khdc khi bi don vao duong cung.
Vi tim tinh phire tap va quyén ning siéu
pham, su trd thu ciia chiing 1a 161 canh tinh
manh mé cho thoéi tan ac va vo on. Tiéu
biéu nhu truyén Hb tinh Lira déi tho san:
ké nhin tim sat hai ho ly da chiu qua béo
tu tay giét chét nguoi than. Hay céc truyén
Théi tién sinh, Quach Khéi Vii ciing khing
dinh thu doan tan doc véi loai vat at phai
tra gia.

Bén canh do, bi kich hon nhan trong
cac truyén HO bao thii, HO dai tu phan dnh
0 quan niém “trong nghia” va su khinh bi
ké boi bac (Son, 1994). Cai chét hodc su
¢ doc cia nhimg nguodi chong vong 4n



khong don thuan 1a sy tra thu, ma 1a hanh
dong thyc thi cong dao, hoan thién vong
tron nhan qua “4c gid ac bao”.

Hinh tuong nay ham chua cac gia
tri van hoa cbt 15i: thu nhat, phan anh su
dung hop Tam gido (Luat nhan qua, Chir
Tin/Nghia va phép thuat Pao gido); thir
hai, déng vai tro tdim guong phan chiéu
nhan tinh, khéng dinh phém hanh nam &
hanh vi tng x{r cua con nguoi chir khong
phan biét gidng loai.

4.3. Hinh twong hé ly trong cot
cdch dpng vit: Ngu ngon va thé sw

Khac véi hai nhéom truyén trén noi
ho ly mang hinh hai va tim tu con nguoi
(nhan hoa toan phan), & nhom truyén nay,
ho ly dugc tude bo 16p vo ky do dé tro
vé nguyén ban 1a loai “Cao” (hd) trong
thé gi6i tu nhién. Chiing khong thé hoa
nguoi, hanh dong dua trén ban nang loai
vat, va cau chuyén thuong mang tinh
4n du siu sic tuong ty nhu truyén ngu
ngon phuong Tay (Aesop, La Fontaine).
Dé phan biét voi hinh twgng ho tién than
bi, phan nay str dung thudt ngit “cdo” khi
phan tich.

4.3.1. Cdao xao quyét va ranh gioi
gitta Tri tué - Ty phu

Trong dong truyén ngu ngon, dac
tinh tinh khon cua cdo dugc khai thac theo
hai chiéu huéng ddi 1ap. O phuong dién
tiéu cyc, cao hién than cho su xao quyét
va ty phu. Pa sb cac truyén nhu Cao do
x40 quyét, Khi, cdo, ngua va tho déu phé
phén thoéi tham lam, lira loc dan dén két
cuc tu diét. Bac bi¢t, sy ty man trong Voi
va c4o hay Céo chiém ngoi vua dugc khic
hoa nhu mdt 4o tudng stc manh tai hai,
canh tinh nhiing ké chi c6 “khon vat” ma
thiéu thyc lyc va dic do.
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Nguoc lai, ¢ khia canh tich cuc, cao
dai dién cho tri tué cua ké yéu chién théng
cudng quyén. Trong cac tinh hudng sinh
tdn khic nghiét nhu C4o danh bai s6i hay
Céo giét su tir, nhan vat khong dung stic
manh co bap ma dung muu luge dé bao vé
minh. Pay 14 cai nhin cong bang cta dan
gian, khing dinh gid tri ctia su khon ngoan
nhu mot k¥ ning sinh ton thiét yéu.

4.3.2. Cao tan ac va su trung phat

Bén canh tinh x4do quyé¢t, dan gian
con khai thac da tam tan doc cua loai céo.
Trong céac truyén nhu Cdo hoang va ba
ldo hay Danh cdo hoang, cao hién nguyén
hinh 13 ké phan dién, chuyén gieo ric ndi
so va gay hai. Két cuc bi tiéu diét cua
ching phan anh tu duy gido duc dao dtc
truc di¢n: cai ac, du muu mod xao quyét
dén dau, van phai khuit phuc trudc st
manh cua 1€ phai.

Tong quan, hinh tugng “céo” trong
ngu ngén mang dam tinh thé su, 1a tién
dé vat chat quan trong cho sy chuyén dich
tur vat tinh (ban nang) sang linh tinh (cam
xuc). Su thang hoa tur sinh vat ty nhién
sang thyuc thé linh di nady dd mo ra khong
gian sang tao vO tan, kién tao chiéu sau
xung dot gitra thu tinh va nhan tinh trong
cac ki€t tdc van hoc sau nay, ti€u biéu
13 Liéu trai chi di cua B6 Tung Linh.

4.4. Gia tri hién thuc va y nghia
biéu twong ciia hinh twong ho ly

Thong qua ba nhoém hinh tugng déc
trung (bado an, bao oan, dong vat), co thé
thiy hinh twong hd ly trong truyén dan
gian khong chi 1a san pham hu cdu ma
con phan chiéu sdu sic tim tu va cau tric
xd hoi Trung Qudc duwong thoi. Gia tri
nay dugc thé hién trén ba phuong dién
cot 16i:
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Thir nhét 13 sy ky thac wéc mo tran
thé va phan chiéu cdu trac xd hoi nam
quyén: O khia canh “bdo 4n”, hinh tugng
hd ly 1a sy bu dip cho nhitng thiéu hut cia
hién thyc, gitp tang 16p nam gidi yéu thé
hién thyc hoa khat vong doi doi va lap
gia that (Ly, 2001). Tuy nhién, cau tric
cdt truyén nay chiu sy chi phéi manh mé
ctia tu tuong phong kién: nguoi thu huong
ludn 1a nam giGi (“bén nhan”), con nitr ho
tinh ludn 1a ké tan hién (“bén cho”), sin
sang hy sinh ma khong doi hoi dén dap.
Diéu nay khong chi xac lap sy bat binh
dang gidi ma con cing cd tu duy d6 16i
cho phy n@t. Quan niém “h(‘Sng nhan hoa
thily” trong lich sir hay dinh kién “ho ly
tinh” (ké thur ba) thoi hién dai thuc chat
déu 1a hinh thirc quy trach nhiém cho phai
nit dé bién ho cho nam gidi trong co ché
nam quyén (Luu, 2021).

Thur hai 1a sy phan anh hé gia tri
dao duc va khat vong cong 1y: O khia
canh “bdo 0an”, cac cau chuyén la sy cu
thé hoa sinh dong quan niém nhan qua
phuong Pong. Khi thoat khoi vai tro yéu
quéi, ho ly tro thanh can can cong 1y, thay
mit nhirng ngudi yéu thé (phu nit, nguoi
ngheo, loai vat) thuc thi sy trirng phat
ma luat phap doi thuong doi khi bét luc.
Nhiing cai két kich tinh khang dinh niém
tin dao dirc manh liét: ngudi luong thién
at huong phuc, ké vong an boi nghia tat
gap hoa.

Cudi cung 1a burc tranh ngy ngdn vé
quan h¢ xa hoi: Hinh tugng con céo trong
truyén ngu ngodn 1a két qua cia sy quan
sat tu nhién lau dai. Cac dac tinh sinh hoc
(x40 quyét, da nghi, tan nhan) duoc nhan
cach hoa dé an du cho thoi hu tat x4u, bién
thé gidi loai vat thanh mot x4 hoi thu nho
nham giri gam bai hoc ing xir va sinh ton.

Toém lai, tinh nhi nguyén trong hinh
tuong hd ly - vira 1a thanh mau, vira 1a yéu
nit - xuat phét tir tién trinh nhan thtc 1au
dai ctia nhan loai: tr giai doan sung bai
thién nhién huyén bi dén giai doan phan
chiéu hién thuc x3 hoi loai nguoi. Toan bd
hanh trinh tdm thuc d6 da duoc luu gilr
song dong trong kho tang vin hoc dan
gian, tao nén stc sdng bén bi cho biéu
tuong van hoa nay qua hang ngan nam.

V. Két luan

Khao sat h¢ théng truyén dan gian
Trung Qudc cho thay hinh twong ho ly
mang cau tric nhi nguyén (chinh dién/
nhan tinh va phan dién/da tinh), xuét
phat tir hai tién trinh nhan thirc 16i. Mot
13, hinh mAu hd tién “trong 4n nghia”
khoi ngudn tir tin ngudng té-tem, hoa
than thanh luc lugng ban phat tai 10c,
nhan duyén nham bu dap khat vong tran
thé cho binh dan. Hai 13, qua quan sat
ban nang tu nhién cua loai cdo, dan gian
tai hién “ac hd” va “yéu tinh bdo oan”.
bac biét, mo-tip “nir ho tinh nham hiém”
thyc chat 1 co ché tam 1y d6 15i (“hong
nhan hoa thity”), boc 16 dinh kién gici
nham bao vé va hop thirc hoa ciu tric xi
hoi nam quyén.

Du hinh thtrc tu sy don gian hon van
hoc thanh vin, hinh twong ndy van dam
nhan xuit sic vai tro “can can luan 1y thé
tuc, thé hién quy luat nhin qua cua dan
gian. V& ¥ nghia khoa hoc, bai viét 1ap day
khoang trong nghién ctru khi thiét 1ap ban
d6 phan loai hoc mé-tip cho mang truyén
truyén miéng - di tugng v6n hay bi lu mo
trudce stic anh huong cua van hoc sang tac.
Viéc van dung ling kinh xd hoi hoc tiép
nhan da gidi ma thanh cong hé mat ma
thdm my va tu tuong phan khang giai cap
che 1ap sau 16p vo ky 4o.



Bai viét dé& xuit hai hudng nghién
ctru tiép theo: So sanh lién vin hoa: Mo
rong ddi chiéu sy dung hop va bién hoa ctia
mo-tip hd ly (dic biét 1a ciru vi hd) trong
khong gian van héa Pong A (Viét Nam,
Nhat Ban, Han Qudc). Tiép nhan hién
dai: Khao sat sy “gidi thiéng” va qua trinh
dich chuyén biéu twong ho ly nguyén thiy
vao nén coéng nghiép van hoa dai ching
duong dai (tiéu thuyét mang, dién anh).
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FOX IMAGE IN CHINESE FOLK TALES

Le Thi Thanh Thao!

Abstract: This article aims to inventory, classify, and decode the image of the fox in
Chinese folk tales, thereby clarifying the realistic values, aesthetic ideology, and cultural
connotations embedded in ordinary people’s consciousness. Employing motif classification
and interdisciplinary synthetic analysis (cultural studies and sociology), the study draws
on materials from “A Complete Collection of Chinese Folk Tales” and “A Compendium
of Chinese Folk Tales”. The research identifies three core motifs that illustrate the
transformation of the fox image: (1) the fox as a cunning biological allegorical figure; (2)
the benevolent fox fairy who repays kindness through mortal-immortal marriage or material
assistance, and (3) the malevolent fox spirit who seeks revenge to punish ingratitude. This
shift from “animal nature” to “human nature” in the fox image serves as a multifaceted
lens, reflecting not only the common people s belief in the philosophy of cause and effect
and their desire to redress their fate, but also the darker aspects of gender inequality within
China's patriarchal feudal society.

Keywords: fox, folk tale, China, nine-tailed fox, culture
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