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Tém tit: Tin ngudng la mét phan quan trong trong doi song vin héa tinh than cia
nguoi Viét, thé hién qua nhiéu hinh thire nhw tho than linh, tho 6 tién, , tho mdu .... Van hoc
trung dai Viét Nam, voi tw cach la kho tang tw liéu phan anh tw twong va quan niém cua xa
héi, dd heu gitk va dién gidi nhiing tin nguéng ndy mot cach sinh dong. Bai viét nay tdp trung
khdo sat cdc biéu hién ciia tin nguéng trong vin héa nguoi Viét théng qua cdc tdc pham vin
hoc trung dai nhw Linh Nam chich qudi, Truyén ky man luc(Nguyén Di¥), tho van ciia Nguyén
Trai, Nguyén Binh Khiém, Nguyén Du, ciing cdc tac pham Han Ném khdc. Bang cach phan
tich ni dung, hinh tiong va tie twéng trong cdc tdc pham van hoc, nghién ciru gitip lam ré
vai tro cia tin nguéng trong viéc dinh hinh thé gici quan, dao dirc va ban sdc van héa cia
nguwoi Viét. Ngodi ra, dé tai ciing xem xét sw tiép bién ciia cdc tin ngudng ndy trong xd hji.
Qua dé, nghién ciru khéng chi lam sang t6 moi quan hé gitka van hoc va tin nguéng ma con
giip hiéu sdu hon vé nén tang tw tuéng ciia ngueoi Viét qua cdc thoi ky lich sir.

Tir khoa: tin nguong, van héa Viét Nam, van hoc trung dai, tho cung than linh, tho cung 16 tién.

I. Pit vin dé thd than linh, ... di tré thanh mot phan
Tin ngudng 13 mot trong nhitng yéu khong the‘ tach roi trong doi song van hoz}
LA, 1xe X \ A ra E e 1, va tinh than ctia nguoi Viét. Nhitng yéu to
t0 cOt 101 cau thanh nén bén sac van hoa . A N & . o gy
. N P e nay khong chi ton tai trong cac phong tuc,
cua mdt dan tdc. Doi véi nguoi Vigt, tin ) , . L,
o I b ok lidn v6i doi <8 tdp quan ma con dugc phan anh phong
nguong khong cht gan fien vol 0,1 sor?g phu qua cac tac pham vin hoc trung dai.
tam linh ma con anh hudéng sau sac dén Vin hoc trung dai Viét Nam khong chi 1a

quan ni¢m dao duc, ing xu xa hoi va nhan san pham cua sang tao nghé thuat ma con

thirc vé vii try. Trong sudt chiéu dai lich

su, cac tin ngudng nhu tho cling to tién,

" Truong Pai hoc M& Ha Noi

1a tdm guong phan chiéu x3 hoi, tu tudng
va tin ngudng duong thoi. Thong qua céac
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tac pham vin hoc, tin ngudng dan gian da
duoc thé hién mot cach sinh dong, gop
phan luu giit va truyén ba cac gia tri tinh
than cta nguoi Viét. Tuy nhién, trong boi
canh hién nay, khi xa hdi ngay cang phat
trién va giao thoa voi nhiéu nén van hoa
khéc nhau, viéc tim hiéu, phan tich va giai
ma nhitng biéu hién cta tin ngudng trong
van hoc trung dai tré nén cép thiét. Diéu
nay khong chi gitip chung ta hiéu rd hon
vé lich st tu tuong dan tdc ma con gop
phan bao ton va phat huy gia tri van hoa
truyén thong trong thoi dai moi.

Xuit phat tir nhitg 1y do trén, bai
viét ndy s& tap trung lam rd vai trd cua
tin ngudng trong van hoéa Viét Nam qua
cac tic pham vian hoc trung dai. Thong
qua viéc phan tich cac tic pham tiéu biéu,
bai viét s& gop phan giai mi nhiing ting
¥ nghia sau sic cua tin ngudng trong doi
song tinh than cta ngudi Viét.

IL. Co 6 1y thuyét

Bai viét sir dung 1y thuyét vé tin
ngudng va van hoa dé 1am rd mdi quan hé
gitra tin ngudng dan gian Viét Nam va van
hoc trung dai, dong thoi ap dung 1y thuyét
dién ngdn ciia Michel Foucault nhdm phan
tich cach van hoc phan anh va truyén tai tu
tuong tin ngudng. Bang cach nghién ctu
cac ddc diém cua van hoc trung dai dong
thoi 1am rd sy hién dién cua tin ngudng
trong cac thé loai van hoc pho bién, tir d6
nhan dién cach nguoi xua ly giai thé gidi
tam linh va cac gia tri van hoa dan toc.

I11. Phwong phap nghién ciru

Bai viét sir dung cac phuong phép:

Phwong phap phan tich ngi dung:
Doc va phén tich cic tac pham van hoc
trung dai dé xac dinh cach tin ngudng

duoc thé hién qua nhan vat, hinh tugng,
cdt truyén va thong diép.

Phwrong phdp lién nganh: Két hop
nghién ctru van hoc, lich su, ton gidao hoc
va van héa hoc dé giai ma ¥ nghia cua tin
ngudng trong cac tac pham.

Phirong phdp so sanh: Dbi chiéu
cach thé hién tin ngudng trong cac tic
pham van hoc trung dai véi tin ngudng
trong vin hoéa dan gian dé tim ra su tiép
ndi va bién doi.

IV. Két qua nghién ctru

4.1. So'bj mét 56 tic pham vin hoc
trung dai cé phdn dnh tuc tho than va
tho té tién ciia ngwoi Viét

- Linh Nam chich quai 1a mot tac
phém truyén ky cd cta Viét Nam, duoc
bién soan vao doi Tran. Pay 1a mot ngudn
tu liéu vo cung quy gia dé tim hiéu vé tin
ngudng dan gian Viét cd, bao gdm ca tin
ngudng thd than linh va thd cing to tién.
Tac pham nay phan anh mot thé giéi quan
huyén 4o, noi con nguoi song hoa 1an va
tuong tac voi thé gidi than linh va cac luc
lugng siéu nhién.

- Truyén ky man lyc (Nguyén Di¥):
Qua ngoi but cia Nguyén Dit, mot danh si
thoi Lé so, thoi nha Mac, Truyén ky man
luc da phac hoa btrc tranh da sdc vé doi
song tam linh va tin ngudng cta ngudi
Viét Nam thé ky 16. Tac pham bao gom
tap hop nhiéu truyén ngin chira dung
nhimng yéu td ky 4o, phan anh doi séng
tam linh phong phi. Qua do, tic pham
phan anh sau sic niém tin, phong tuc lién
quan dén tin ngudng tho than linh va tho
cling to tién.

- Quéc am thi tgp (Nguyén Trii):
Nguyén Trai (1380-1442), mot trong



nhitng danh nhan van hoéa kiét xuét, nha
yéu nudc vi dai, mot nha van 1én cua van
hoc Trung dai Vi¢t Nam. Cudc doi va
nhing 4ng tho vin cua 6ng gin lién voi
nhimng bién dong lich sir quan trong cua
dan toc (cuéi thoi Tran, sang nha HO dén
khang chién chéng quan Minh va budi dau
giy dung nha Hau L8&). Qudc am thi tap 1a
mot tap tho viét bang chit Nom véi 254
bai, dugc Nguyén Trai sang tic trong thoi
gian 6ng ¢ 4n tai Cén Son va khi ra lam
quan nhung mang ning tim sy thoi thé.
Tap tho thé hién tdm hon luén dau dau vi
dan vi nudc, khat vong vé mot xa hoi thai
binh thinh trj. Bén canh d6 con thé hién tu
tuong hiéu nghia, 1ong thanh kinh véi to
tién, cha me, coi trong dao ly lam nguoi.

- Bach vin am thi tdp (Nguyén
Binh Khiém): Nguyén Binh Khiém (1491
- 1585), hiéu Bach Van cu si, tuéc Trinh
qudc cong, duoc dan gian quen goi la
“Trang Trinh”. Ong 12 mot nhan vat kiét
xuat cia lich sir Viét Nam thé ky XVI, noi
tiéng khong chi 1a mot danh si, nha tho, nha
gido ma con duoc biét dén véi tai tién tri 161
lac. Cudc doi ong trai dai qua giai doan day
bién dong cua xa hoi phong kién Viét Nam
vO1 su sup d6 ctia nha Lé so va cuc dién Lé
- Mac phan tranh. Sang tac cta ong thé hién
su coi trong dao hiéu va long thanh kinh
dbi v6i dang sinh thanh, t6 tién, qua dé 1a
tinh yéu qué huong, dat nudc.

- Téc phdam van hoc ciia Nguyén Du:
Dai thi hao Nguyén Du (1765 - 1820), tén
chit 14 TS Nhu, hiéu Thanh Hién. Cudc
doi Nguyén Du trai qua giai doan lich sir
déy bién dong véi su sup dd cua triéu Lé,
su ndi ddy cta phong trao Ty Son va sy
thanh 1ap cta triéu Nguyén. Vin té thap
loai chiing sinh la modt sang tdc tho Nom

53

v6i 184 cau tho, 1a 10i chiéu hon, bay to
niém cam thuong sau sic cua Nguyén Du
d6i v6i s6 phan con ngudi trong xa hoi cil.
Truyén Kiéu khong truc tiép miéu ta nghi
18 tho cling cu thé nhung tac gia di khéo
1éo 16ng ghép nhiéu chi tiét va noi dung
phan anh sdu sic tin ngudng thd than linh
va tho t6 tién clia ngudi Viét, ciing nhu
nhimg quan niém vé s ménh va thé gisi
tam linh pho bién trong x4 hoi phong kién.

- Sdng tac van hoc ciia Nguyén Pinh
Chiéu: Nguyén Dinh Chiéu (1822 - 1888),
te Manh Trach, hi¢u Trong Phu, Hoi Trai,
la mot nha tho 16n, nha van hoa, nha giao
va théy thudc 16i lac cia Viét Nam trong
giai doan lich sir ddy bién dong nira cudi
thé ky XIX. Cudc doi va sy nghiép cia 6ng
gin lién voi cude khang chién chéng thuc
dan Phéap xam lugc cua nhan dan Nam BJ.
Hai tac pham Duong Tir Hd Mau va Vin
té nghia si Can Giudc cua Nguyén Dinh
Chiéu mang dam triét Iy vé cac ton gido
va tin ngudng, trong do cé tin ngudng tho
than linh. Nguyén Dinh Chiéu nhan manh
niém tin vao su cong bang cta troi, sy phu
trg cua than linh d6i v6i nguoi sdng duc
hanh va sy trimg phat ddi voi ké gian Aac.

4.2. Cac dang tin nguong trong
van hoa Viét Nam dwoc phdan danh qua
cdc tdc pham van hoc trung dai

Vian hoc trung dai Viét Nam la kho
tang quy gia phan anh sau sic doi sdng
tinh than va tin ngudng ctia nguoi Viét qua
nhiéu thé ky. Thong qua cac tac pham tiéu
biéu, c6 thé nhan dién cac dang tin ngudng
ctia ngudi Viét Nam, trong do tiéu biéu co
thé ké dén hai dang tin ngudng chinh duoc
thé hién trong giai doan nay: tin ngudng
tho to tién, tin ngudng tho than linh.
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4.2.1. Tin nguong tho than linh

La mot trong nhitng qudc gia nam
trong cai ndi cia nén van hoa néng nghiép
lta nude, van hoa Viét Nam mang nét dac
trung d6 13 tin ngudng thd than linh. Trong
quan niém da than, nguoi Viét tin rang van
vat hitu linh, moi hién tuong tw nhién déu do
mot vi than linh cai quan. Tin ngudng thd
than linh bao gém thd than ty nhién; Tho
thin bao hd; Thd anh hung dan toc (nhiing
nhén vat da duoc than thanh hoa), ...

Tin ngudng thd than linh mang ¥
nghia va vai trd 16n trong doi sdng tam
linh ddng thoi tao nén nhing nét ban sic
van hoa dan toc. Nhitng nét ban sic vin
héa nay da dugc phan 4nh va ghi nhan qua
lang kinh cua nhiing tdc pham vin hoc
trung dai. Trong “Linh Nam chich quéi”:
cac truyén truyén thuyét nhu Son Tinh -
Thiy Tinh, Thanh Giéng, Chir Pong Tur
thé hién duc tin vao cac vi than c6 stic
manh siéu nhién, bao vé dat nude va nhan
dan. O d6, thé giéi than linh da dang va c6
mdi 1ién hé véi con nguoi: Tac pham vé ra
mot thé gidi co su tdn tai ctia nhiéu tﬁng
16p than linh (Long Vuong dudi nuéce, cac
vi than trén nui, cac loai tinh quai...). Con
ngudi cb thé giao tiép véi than linh (nhu
Lac Long Quan gip Au Co), cu xin su
gitp d (vua Hung kén ré cau hién tai)
Trong “Truyén ky man luc” (Nguyén Di):
nhiing cau chuyén vé cac vi than linh hién
linh, bdo Umg hodc ban phudc cho con
nguoi thé hién quan niém vé su giao thoa
giita thé gi6i than linh va con nguoi. Tin
ngudng tho than trong tho Nguyén Du:

“Bac sinh quy xuong vji vang.

Qudi 10 nguyén hét Thanh hoang, Thé Cong”,
(Tran & Nguyén, 2007, tr271)

Trong tho van trung dai, hinh tugng
cac vi than linh ciing xuét hién trong cac
bai tho, chiéu, biéu, ca ngoi than linh ho
qudc an dan hodc phan anh tin ngudng dan
gian nhu tuc thd Mau, thd Thanh hoang.
Van hoc trung dai khong chi ghi lai céac
truyén thuyét va than thoai, ma con phan
anh niém tin ctia ngudi Viét vao thé gidi
siéu nhién, gitp duy tri va phat huy cac tin
ngudng dan gian.

“Ngdam hay mudn sw tai troi,
Troi kia da bat lim nguwoi ¢é than”
(Tran & Nguyén, 2007, tr.382)

“Duong Tiur Hd Mau” ciia Nguyén
Dinh Chiéu, mot tic pham mang triét 1y
vé cac ton gido va tin ngudng, trong doé
c6 tin ngudng tho than linh duoc nhic téi:

“Tam Hoang, Ngii Pé, dau vira qua,

Mobi dao, troi trao dirc thanh ta.

Hai chir “tin, thanh” an cdc nwoc,
Mot cau “trung hiéu” dung mudn nha,
Ché bao nhiéu dao thuyén khéng kham,

Bdm mdy thang gian, biit chang ta.

Cdam bdy! Lodi ngu theo théi moi!

Troi gan chang kinh, kinh troi xa.”

(Luong & Dinh, 1999, tr. 651)

Nguyén Pinh Chiéu nhin manh
niém tin vao cac vi trong ngil hanh (Thién
- Dia - Nhan va Kim - M¢c - Thuy - Hoa
- Tho, céc vi than bao vé con nguoi. Theo
ong, than linh c¢6 thé giup d& va trimg phat
ké gian 4c, con ngudi séng co dao dirc it
s& dugc than linh phu tro.

O tac pham Vin té nghia si Can
Giudc, ban than thé loai vén té da la mot
nghi thirc cling té tdm linh. Viéc doc van
té chinh 1a mot cach dé nguoi séng (dai
dién 1a tic gia va cong dong) giao tiép voi



linh hdn ngudi da khuat, bay t6 long tiée
thuong, su cam phuc, ghi nhén cong lao
va an i linh hon ho noi chin sudi. Pay 1a
biéu hién cao dep cua dao Iy “udng nudc
nhd ngudn” va long hiéu nghia mo rong
ra pham vi qudc gia, dan toc. Xuat phat tir
gdc 18 cuia tin ngudng tho cing to tién, tic
phém da nang ho 1én mot vi tri gﬁn vO1 cac
vi than bao ho hay thanh hoang lang - mot
hinh thirc tho cung mang tinh cong dong.

Quan niém vé thé gidi linh hon ciing
la mét ndi dung quan trong trong van hoc
trung dai, thé hién qua hinh anh hon ma,
than linh, tién giéi. Nhitng yéu t6 nay
khong chi mang mau sic ky 40 ma con
phan anh niém tin vé sy ton tai cua linh hon
sau khi chét. Trong Viét dién u linh cia Ly
Té Xuyén, cac cau chuyén vé cac vi than
linh hién linh nhu Thanh Gidng, Ba Chiia
Liéu Hanh phan anh duc tin vé su bat tur
ctia linh hon. Tac pham Chuyén chirc phan
su dén Tan Vién (Truyén ky man lyc) cua
Nguyén Dit, thé gidi con ngudi va thé
gidi ¢5i 4m, than linh ma quy c6 su tuong
giao. Pang sau nhirng yéu tb phi hién thuc,
ngudi doc ¢6 thé tim thay nhirng van dé cot
16i ma tac gia mudn truyén tai hién thuc xa
hoi va khat vong vé cong 1y xa hoi, chinh
tryc chién thing gian ta.

4.2.2. Tin nguéng tho 16 tién

Tin ngudng tho cing t6 tién 13 mot nét
dep dong thoi 1a nét dic trung quan trong
trong van hoa nguoi Vigt, thé hién tinh than
“udng nude nhé ngudn”, biét on td tién, ong
cha nhiing nguoi da sinh thanh va gay dung
nén cudc séng cho thé hé con chau. Tin
ngudng ndy thé hién qua sy hiéu nghia, 10ng
thanh kinh véi t6 tién, tinh cam su nang
v6i me, cha va gin lién véi tinh yéu qué
huong, dat nude. Pong thoi phan anh quan
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niém vé méi lién hé gitra thé giéi nguoi sdng
va nguoi da khuat. Chinh vi vy thd ciing
t0 tién tir bao doi da tré' thanh nguyén tic,
chuin muc dao dirc cta con nguoi.

Trong van hoc Trung dai Viét Nam,
céc tac pham van hoc da phan anh noi dung
ctia nét tin ngudng tho cung t6 tién co thé
ké dén nhu “Truyén ky man luc” (Nguyén
Dit). O d6 nhan manh ¥ niém vé sy hién
dién cua t6 tién, linh hon nguoi da khuét
6 thé phu ho hodc trach phat con chau,
nhan manh méi quan hé tam linh bén viing
giita cac thé hé. Nguyén Tréi trong Qudc
am thi tap hay Nguyén Binh Khiém trong
Bach Van am thi tap déu thé hién tu tuong
hiéu nghia, 10ng thanh kinh déi vai to tién
va cha me. Trong “Gia huin ca”, Nguyén
Trai dd nhan manh chir hiéu nghia va long
thanh kinh d6i vé6i t tién, xem hiéu nghia
nhu 1a mét dao ly co ban cua con nguoi.
Trong 101 ran day cua minh, 6ng gui 101
nhéc nhé vé su tran trong, biét on ddi vai
déang sinh thanh.

“Khi ldy chong gitt dao chinh chuyén,
Lai la hiéu véi 16 tién,

Nhitng ngay gio tét khong nén ving nha.
Do ciing cdp hwong tra tinh khiét,
Theo 1é nghi khép nép, khoan thai, ...
Cu lao doi duc cao day,

Phdi lo hiéu kinh dém ngay khéng khéng.”

(Dinh, 1987, tr:13)

Trong Truyén Kiéu ctia Nguyén Du,
tin ngudng tho to tién duge phan anh qua
cac chi tiét: tiét Thanh Minh, sira sang,
tham viéng md ma thé hién long hiéu kinh
dbi voi nguoi da khut trong gia toc:

“Thanh Minh trong tiét thing ba,
Lé la Tao mo, héi la Dap thanh...



56

Ngon ngang go dong kéo lén,
Thoi vang vé rdc tro tién gidy bay.”
(Tran & Nguyén, 2007, tr.62)
Hiéu nghia, thanh kinh véi to tién,
cha me vira thé hién su tu hao vé truyén
thng gia dinh, ho tdc vira gan véi tinh
yéu qué huong, dt nudc. Trong tic pham
Luc Van Tién, Nguyén Dinh Chiéu viét:
“Du dui ma giir dao nha,
Con hon ¢é mat éng cha khéng tho”
(Luong & Dinh, 1999, tr. 660)

Vin hoc trung dai vira gop phan tai
hién tin ngudng thd' cling to tién vira gop
phan duy tri va cing ¢ tu tudng dao dirc,
dé cao long hiéu thao va tinh than tri an dbi
voi thé hé di trudce. Tir tin ngudng tho to tién
dé nang cao tinh than yéu nudc, ty hao dan
toc, gop phan nudi dudng, gido duc dao dirc
truyén théng tdt dep cua dan tdc Viét Nam.
Gop phan hinh thanh hé gia tri vin hoa, dao
dirc bén viing, thé hién su giao thoa giita yéu
t dan gian va tu tudng chinh thong trong
tién trinh phét trién van hoc dan toc.

4.3. Khéng dinh vai tro ciia vin hoc
trung dgi trong vigc bdo ton va truyén bd
tin nguwong dan gian

Van hoc trung dai Viét Nam khong
chi 14 san phdm cua nén vin hoa chir Han
va chit Nom ma con dong vai trd quan
trong trong viéc bao ton va truyén ba cac
gia tri tin ngudng dan gian. Thong qua céc
thé loai vian hoc nhu truyén ky, truyén tho,
chinh str, van hoc trung dai da ghi chép,
phan anh va luu gitt nhiing quan ni€m,
niém tin vé thé giéi tAm linh cua ngudi
Viét. Van hoc trung dai gop phan bao ton
tin ngudng dan gian bang cach ghi chép
va luu gilt nhitng phong tuc, tdp quén da
ton tai tir 1au trong doi sdng dan gian. Tin

ngudng thd cung to tién dwgc phan anh
rd nét qua hinh tugng nhan vat Vii Nuong
trong Chuyén nguodi con gai Nam Xuong
(Nguyén Dir), thé hién niém tin vé sy linh
thiéng ctia ngudi da khut ciing nhu phong
tuc 1ap dan gidi oan. Bén canh do, quan
niém vé cdi 4m va thé gi6i linh hon xuét
hién trong nhiéu tac phim nhu Truyén ky
man luc, cho théy niém tin vé su ton tai
ctia thé gidi bén kia va sy gin két giira hai
c01 am - duong. Ngoai ra, van hoc trung
dai ciing ghi lai nhiing truyén thuyét vé
cac vi than bao ho, nhu truyén thuyét vé
Thanh Gidéng, Tan Vién Son Thanh, gép
phan duy tri va lan téa tin ngudng tho
than, thd mau trong doi séng dan gian.
Khoéng chi bao tdn, van hoc trung dai con
c6 vai tro quan trong trong viéc truyén ba
tin ngudng dan gian dén nhiéu thé hé va
vung mién khac nhau. Nhirng tac pham
nhu Linh Nam chich quai, Viét dién u linh
da ghi lai cac truyén thuyét va sy tich vé
céc vi than, linh hdn anh hung, tir d6 lan
téa niém tin tin ngudng trong cong dong.
Pong thoi, van hoc trung dai con gan tin
ngudng voi giao duc dao duc, thong qua
viéc 16ng ghép cac bai hoc nhan sinh trong
cic thc pham nham khuyén khich con
ngudi song thién, kinh trong than linh va
t6 tién, gitip duy tri va truyén ba céc gia tri
tin ngudng qua cac thé he.
V. Két luin

Vian hoc trung dai Viét Nam dong
vai trd quan trong trong viéc bao ton va
truyén ba tin ngudng dan gian, phan 4nh
sdu sac thé giGi tam linh va niém tin cua
ngudi Viét qua nhiéu thé hé. Thong qua
cac tic pham van hoc, nhimg gia tri tin
ngudng nhu thd to tién, niém tin vao cdi
am, tho than ... da duoc ghi chép, luu giir



va lan téa, gop phan tao nén ban sic vin
hoa dan toc. Khong chi dung lai & viéce
phan anh thuc té, thé hién udc mo khat
vong cua con nguoi, chira dung nhiing gia
tri nhan van, tinh yéu qué huong dat nudc,
van hoc trung dai con c6 tac dong sau rong
trong viéc dinh hudng dao dtrc, gido duc
tu tudng va cung cb niém tin tin ngudng
trong doi sdng xa hoi. Su két hop giira tin
ngudng va van hoc khong chi gitp céac
gi4 tri truyén thong duoc duy tri ma con
tao nén tang dé chung tiép tuc phat trién,
thich nghi v6i tirng thoi ky lich str. Vi vay,
nghién ctru vé tin ngudng trong van hoc
trung dai khong chi giup hiéu 16 hon vé
doi séng tinh than ciia cha 6ng ma con gop
phan giir gin va phat huy nhitng gié trj van
hoa truyén théng trong xi hoi hién dai.
Van hoa 1a cai ndi noi nudi dudng va sinh
ra nhiing ang tho van voi nhiing gia tri to
16m, nguoc lai chinh nhitng sang tac tho ca
1a san pham, 1 biéu hién dong thoi 1a noi
lwu gifr nhitng gia tri ddc sic cua van hoa
dan tdc.
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WORSHIP OF DEITIES AND ANCESTORS IN
VIETNAMESE CULTURE THROUGH MEDIEVAL
LITERARY WORKS

Hoang Thuy Nga'

Abstract: Beliefs are an essential part of the spiritual and cultural life of the Vietnamese
people, expressed in many forms such as ancestor worship, deity worship, mother worship,
etc. Vietnamese medieval literature, as a repository of societal thoughts and values, vividly
preserves and interprets these beliefs. This article examines the manifestations of beliefs in
Vietnamese culture through medieval literary works, including Linh Nam chich quai, Truyen
ky man luc (by Nguyen Du), and the poetry and prose of Nguyen Trai, Nguyen Binh Khiem,
and Nguyen Du, alongside other Han Nom works. By analyzing the content, imagery, and
ideologies in these works, the study elucidates the role of beliefs in shaping the worldview,
ethics, and cultural identity of the Vietnamese people. Additionally, it examines the adaptation
of these beliefs in society. Thereby, the study not only clarifies the relationship between
literature and beliefs but also deepens the understanding of the ideological foundation of the
Vietnamese people across historical periods.

Keywords: beliefs, Vietnamese culture, medieval literature, deity worship, ancestor worship.
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